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WriteToLearn FAQ

What are the state requirements for using the WriteToLearn program?

Can other teachers in my school use the WriteToLearn program with students?

Which version of a student’s essay does the state look at?

What if my student does not receive a score on his or her essay?

Do | have to assign my student a grade level prompt?

Can | assign different students different prompts?

Can | use the summary writing activities within the WriteToLearn program?

Can other content areas beside English/Language Arts use the WriteToLearn program?

Where can | get more training on the WriteTolLearn program?

How do other teachers use the WriteToLearn program in their classroom?

What if | do not agree with the score the WriteTolLearn program provides my students?

Can | adjust the passing threshold for a specific prompt?

Do | have to send student reports home to parents?

| have students who struggle to write enough words for the program. What do | do?

What do | do if my student cannot log in to the WriteToLearn program?

Why does the grammar check not catch all of a student’s errors?

What are the state requirements for using the WriteToLearn program?
All students in grades 5, 7, & 10, are required to submit two separate writing responses between
September 1, 2011 and April 30, 2012, using the WriteToLearn program.

Can other teachers in my school use the WriteToLearn program with students?

Yes. Schools may create an unlimited number of teacher accounts within the WriteToLearn
program. Special education teachers, teachers in other content areas, or paraprofessionals may
use the program with students.

Which version of a student’s essay does the state look at?

The Department of Education only monitors student participation in the state writing
assessment. Student scores are not collected. Consequently, the first essay submission a
student submits is used for state compliance purposes.

What if my student does not receive a score on his or her essay?

Even if the evaluation of a student essay response does not produce a score, the
submission will be counted for student participation and will meet South Dakota
Department of Education compliance requirements. Teachers are strongly encouraged
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to grade such student submissions by hand in order to assist the student in learning
from and improving upon his or her writing submission.

Do | have to assign my student a grade level prompt?

No. Teachers are free to use any prompt within the WriteToLearn library of prompts that best
meet his or her students’ needs. Teachers are also free to create their own prompts within the
program.

Can | assign different students different prompts?

Yes. Teachers are free to assign different prompts to different students based upon their
learning needs. Teachers may also create sub-classroom environments within the program to
differentiate instruction within the program.

Can | use the summary writing activities within the WriteToLearn program?
Yes. Students and teachers are free to use the summary writing feature within the
WriteTolLearn program. However, these activities will not meet state compliance requirements.

Can other content areas beside English/Language Arts use the WriteToLearn program?
Yes. The WriteToLearn program includes essay prompts and summary activities for language
arts, social studies, and science. As long as students have WriteTolLearn accounts, teachers in
these content areas are free to use the program.

Where can | get more training on the WriteToLearn program?

The South Dakota Department of Education will host additional online training sessions on the
WriteTolLearn program on November 9 & 10, 2011, and January 25, 2012. These sessions will
also be recorded an available for future viewing after their completion. Please contact Erin
Larsen at erin.larsen@state.sd.us for more information.

How do other teachers use the WriteToLearn program in their classroom?
Teachers across the state use WriteToLearn in a variety of ways. Click here to see what other
teachers do.

What if | do not agree with the score the WriteToLearn program provides my students?

The WriteTolLearn program is not intended to be a stand-alone writing curriculum or an attempt
to replace the role of the teacher in the classroom. Therefore, teachers should use their own
judgment in how they wish to use the WriteToLearn program in their classrooms and inform
students of how they plan to use the program for grading purposes. A teacher is not required to
use the score generated by the WriteTolLearn program if he or she does not agree with it.

Can | adjust the passing threshold for a specific prompt?

Yes. Teachers may adjust the passing threshold for each prompt he or she assigns by using the
settings button within the teacher tools menu. Passing thresholds can be adjusted up or down
to better match the teacher’s grading preferences.
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Do | have to send student reports home to parents?
No. Schools are not required to send writing reports home to parents, nor are they required to
place writing reports in the student’s cumulative file.

I have students who struggle to write enough words for the program. What do | do?

The WriteToLearn program requires a student to write 50 words before it can review the
students writing. If a student submits a response with 50 words, he or she may not receive a
score, but his or her submission will still meet state compliance requirements. Teachers who
have students who struggle to write enough words for the program should work with these
students to help them reach the 50 word mark and provide feedback as needed to the student.

What do | do if my student cannot log in to the WriteToLearn program?

If your student cannot log in to the program, first check to see if the student is using the correct
URL and login information. If these items are correct, you may need to clear the computer’s
browsing history. Once the history has been cleared, a student should be able to log in.

Why does the grammar check not catch all of a student’s errors?

The technology that supports grammar check features in programs such as Microsoft Word
often return false positives. Since WriteToLearn is a educational product, the creators of this
program have decided, in an attempt to not provide students with false positives, to err on the
side of caution. Consequently, there are times when the grammar check will not catch all of a
student’s errors.

Teachers can address these missed grammar errors by using the post-it note feature within the
program to flag additional errors students might have missed.



