South Dakota Department of Education
Special Education Advisory Panel

June 18, 2014
Red Rossa, 808 West Sioux Ave, Pierre, SD

Chairperson: Shelly Shaw Vice Chairperson: Roger Bowie

Panel Functions
Advise the SEA of unmet needs within the State in the education of children with disabilities
Comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the state regarding the education of children with disabilities
Advise the SEA in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary under section 618 of the Act

Advise the SEA in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in Federal monitoring reports under Part B
of the Act

Advise the SEA in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities
Review and comment on final due process hearing findings and decisions

Advise on eligible students with disabilities in adult prisons- The advisory panel also shall advise on the education of eligible
students with disabilities who have been convicted as adults and incarcerated in adult prisons

Panel Priorities
Behavioral Health
Funding
Unmet Needs
*  Transition
*  Highly Qualified Teachers/Certification
*  Service Providers



Time: Wednesday, June 18, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM
*Lunch will be served, panel members are responsible for cost of their own meals/drinks.

Location: Red Rosa, Hills Room, Pierre, SD

I. Welcome:

Approval of the April minutes
— made a motion to approve: Elaine Roberts
- 2" motion: Mark Krogstrand

Approval of the June Agenda
— made a motion to approve: Bernie Grimme
— 2" motion: Judy Hoscheid

II. Agenda Topics

Advise the SEA of unmet needs within the State in the education of children with disabilities.
Forensic Interviewer: Holly Strand
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Holly is a Forensic Interviewer for Black Hills Children’s Society. She primarily deals with
Child Abuse, Neglect, and Sexual Abuse. She began working in maximum security in
counseling working with convicted sex offenders. Ninety percent of the children she sees
at CHS are because of sexual abuse, the remaining ten percent are because the child has
witnessed a violent crime. One out of every three to four girls and one out of every six
boys, has been a victim to sexual abuse. This statistic is three times higher for children
with disabilities. This equals approximately 15 million cases a year. The majority of these
go unreported. Holly talked about recognizable symptoms of abuse from nightmares, to
bedwetting and risk-taking behaviors. She stated that only about 15% of reported cases
of sexual abuse are actually prosecuted, primarily due to lack of evidence or no medical
findings. She also provided examples of how parents and school staff can help keep
children safe, including code words and the ability to recognize symptoms. She
recommended that schools look at their reporting policies and procedures as this is
where much of the information is dismissed when looking at moving to trial.

Youth Leadership Forum Updates: Shannon Hallock and Haven Kenefick-Aschoff
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Shannon is the TSLP representative for the central region of the state, and Haven was a
student delegate from Pierre at this year’s forum. Haven also received a leadership
award during the luncheon. Of the 75 applications received for this year’s forum, 33
attended the 5-day event in Aberdeen on the NSU campus. Students participated in
activities involving leadership, self-awareness, advocacy, assistive technology, and
community involvement. Speakers during the week included, Peni Mounga, Cole
Truenbach, Lederick Horne, Dr. Thom Flamboe, Tim Neyhart, and representatives from
Safe Harbor in Aberdeen. Students also participated in a variety of activities following
this year’s theme of “Be Your Own Superhero”.

Mary Livermont and Tynell Kocer

South Dakota is participating in a research project called ASPIRE. The goal of ASPIRE is to
compare youth and families who access current services, with youth who receive
enhanced services. Participants in the control group will receive information about
advocacy, community resources, educational opportunities, public benefits for youth and
families, and how work and increased earnings will impact those benefits. They will also
receive information about financial management and understanding how to move from
poverty to self-sufficiency. Youth will also participate in paid employment opportunities
and self-determination training. South Dakota is looking for 120 youth and families to
participate. Information will be sent to all eligible youth (14-16 years old and receiving
SSl). School staff should encourage youth and families to participate, but are not
responsible for recruiting or registering them.



Comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the state regarding the education of children with
disabilities
e Autism Rules Update: Linda Turner
0 The proposed rules went to the board recently for the first read, and will go to LRC before
public comment in early July. Board members are welcome to provide feedback or
comment on these rules.

Advise the SEA in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary under section 618 of the Act.
e State Systematic Improvement Plan (SSIP): Melissa Flor
0 The focus for the SSIP is on improving results and functional outcomes for students with

disabilities. This is also include differentiated monitoring and technical assistance
provided to local districts. Indicators 1-14 will remain the same, and SEA staff will
continue to have discussions around targets around indicators that were not met, but the
individual indicator strategies were removed. Indicator 17 (new) is part of a 3-year plan
where the state will conduct numerous data analysis, and determine a focus directly
related to one of the indicators. States must develop a theory of action with “If”, “Then”
statements.

Advise the SEA in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children
with disabilities.
e Extraordinary Cost Fund: Susan Woodmansey
O Susan provided a brief overview of special education aid, including a recent change to
Level 5 funding, which now includes Autism under the Multiple Level. There is $4 million
in set aside to help school districts with higher costs. She also provided a look at the
SPED allocations across time, and information that was shared with district business
managers during a training. Susan also explained the three types of ECF applications:
high cost student — expenditures to serve the students are at least twice the funding level
of the student; high cost program — the district does not have high cost students but due
to the intensity, cost of service or number of level 1 students the current funding
provided is not sufficient; supplemental aid — school districts that may need less than
$50,000 to balance their special education budget. A school district may apply using both
a high cost student and supplemental aid application. The department received
applications from 36 districts this year for a total requested amount of $3, 191,277. The
Board approved $3,171,335.
Ill. Goals:
1. Review annual goals
a. Subcommittee members met and reviewed the 2013-2014 meeting minutes in order to provide
subcommittee activity summaries.
2. Develop annual report
a. Summaries will be compiled to develop the annual report draft, which will be approved by the
chair and vice chair before being sent to the Governor’s office and posted to the Advisory Panel
webpage.
IV. Assighments
V. Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 30" TBD
VI. Public Comment
VII. Adjournment
— made a motion to approve: Elaine Roberts
— 2" motion: Greg Riley
VIII. Additional Comments: Elaine and Greg were recognized for their participation on the panel. We appreciate all
your time and hard work you’ve provided during your membership. Thank you Elaine and Greg!
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