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SUBJECT:
Food Stamp Case Numbers
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TO:  

Authorized Representatives

     


Child Nutrition Programs

DATE:

July 28, 2000

FROM:
Sandra Kangas, Director

A question was asked recently as to whether food stamp electronic benefit transfer (EBT) numbers can be used to replace food stamp case numbers in determining categorical eligibility for free meals under Child Nutrition Programs.  Using the EBT card number in place of a food stamp case number would not be an accurate representation of a household’s eligibility for benefits.

The EBT number (which also may be called a primary account number or PAN0 is never the household’s case number.   That number is assigned by the company that provides the cards and is used to tie the household into its food stamp balance using a personal identification number (PIN).  There is also no expiration date on the EBT card because food stamps never expire.

A non-household member could have access to the EBT card or know the EBT number/Pan but not be eligible for food stamps.  For example, a person could be the authorized representative for an elderly neighbor but not be eligible for food stamps themselves.  Also, once benefits are issued to a food stamp household, they can remain active on the card even after the household is not longer eligible to receive food stamps.

Therefore, categorical eligibility for benefits under the Child Nutrition Programs cannot be based on an EBT card or EBT number/PAN.  The household must provide a case number, which can be checked to determine if they are currently eligible.

Should you have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact our office at (605) 773-3413.
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