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SUBJECT:
CHARGING MEALS FOR THE NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 

NSLP – 57

TO:

Authorized Representatives



National School Lunch Programs

FROM:

Sandra M. Kangas, Director



Child and Adult Nutrition Services
Can schools establish a policy for students to charge meals in the lunch/breakfast program?

Yes, they can and they should.

Families sometimes accumulate a bill that is greater than they can pay.  Some of these families are too proud to apply for free or reduced price lunches.  Some simply do not qualify for free or reduced price lunches, but have difficulty having money available to pay their school lunch bill.  Others wait until later into the year after accumulating a bill before they apply, which causes problems as applications for free or reduced meals are not retroactive beyond the month in which they are approved.

In order to combat ill feelings which may arise in a school food authority (SFA) between families and the school administration, SFA’s should establish a limit on the number of meals that families may charge.  This recommendation applies to all schools whether they bill in advance or bill at the end of the month.

The school board should set a limit on the number of meals which may be charged per child.  For example, in a system which asks students to pay for their meals in advance, a limit would be set on how many meals could be accumulated.  For a school system which bills retroactively, you would set a limit on when the bill is due and how many days past due the children will be allowed to charge their meals.

This policy should also include a provision for children to purchase meals on a daily basis.  This eliminates them being totally cut off from the meal service.  The policy should be published with school policies and could be sent as a reminder through the school newspaper and/or letters to the homes.  It should go into effect no earlier than 15 days after the publication date.

Although this policy may seem harsh or unnecessary, it will save both time and anguish in the future.  

As the school board establishes a limited charge provision, also consider the necessity of avoiding embarrassment and confusion in the lunch line.

If a child or a family of children is to be denied meals, it is recommended that you talk to the child(ren) out of class or in the office so that they should not try to go through the lunch line unless they have money to pay for that specific meal.  Parents should be warned in advance that if the bill is not paid within a certain number of days, the children will be denied meals in the school lunch room beginning on that date.  This policy must be consistently implemented.
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