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SPRING

Summer Meal Flyers

The new Summer Meal Flyers have arrived,
and are ready for distribution. Follow this link
to access flyers, postcards, and bookmarks you
can use to make your summer meal program
the talk of the town! Remember, summer meal
outreach can be done by ANYONE,
ANYWHERE, so make sure to share these
resources with ALL community partners!

Click here to check out the fliers:
http://www.fns.usda.gsov/sfsp/raise-awareness

IS HERE AND SUMMER
IT’S TIME TO KICK YOUR PLANNING

1S NEAR:
INTO HIGH GEAR!

Upcoming Summer Meals Webinars

The 2015 Summer Meals Webinar series is still

going strong! Make sure to mark your calendars
for our special “Ask the USDA” Webinars:

Promotion Strategies & Site Activities
Wednesday, May 6th, 3:00pm-4:00pm ET

Using Media to Promote SFSP
Thursday, May 21st, 2:30pm-3:30pm ET

New to the Program? Ask the USDA!
Wednesday, June 10th, 3:00pm-4:00pm ET

Returning to the Program? Ask the USDA!
Wednesday, June |7th, 3:00pm-4:00pm ET

To register, visit:
www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/20 | 5-summer-meals-webinars

View previously recorded webinars here:
www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/20 | 5-summer-meals-recorded-
webinars

New Summer Meal Toolkit Pages

Connecting senior nutrition and
summer meals for children is a
priority for the Food and
Nutrition Service (FNS). It is a
best practice to increase site
participation and community
engagement. Sponsors can reach
out to senior organizations, such
as AARP, National Aging
Network, and Meals on Wheels
to partner on summer meals.

Check out this FNS toolkit page to
find tips on using data to promote

For more tips on linking senior
and child meals, check out this
FNS toolkit page:

Summer Meals:

Data is a powerful advocacy tool
sponsors can use to strengthen
their summer meal programs.
USDA and FNS partners have
resources available that sponsors
can use to highlight potential sites,
examine food insecurity in their
communities, and calculate the
expected costs and benefits of
operating a summer meal program.

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/

Looking for ways to reach teens this
summer? FNS has a new toolkit
page sponsors can use to boost site
attendance among the “older”
summer meal crowd! Best practices,
such as hosting open mic sessions,
involving teens as summer meal
volunteers and interns, and
launching summer meal social media
contests, are great ways to boost
attendance among teens.

For more ideas on reaching teens,
check out the new toolkit page:

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/

default/files/sfsp/SMT-Data.pdf

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/

default/files/sfsp/SMT -
Intergenerational Model.pdf

default/files/sfsp/SMT-Teens.pdf
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SESP Characteristics Study

FNS is sponsoring a study of summer meal programs entitled “Evaluation of the SFSP
Participant Characteristics.”” This is the first official summer meals evaluation since 2003 and
will provide important information about program operations, including factors affecting
participation and characteristics of summer meal program operators and participants.

Your State agency has been participating over the past few months by providing some
administrative data. Starting in May, your organization may be contacted to participate in a
webinar and complete a survey (300 will be selected nationwide). Starting in June, 350 sites
nationwide will be asked to complete a survey. Final results will be shared in late 2016.

FNS appreciates your participation in this important study!

Updated Otfer Versus Serve (OVS)

In January, FNS issued guidance that updated and expanded OVS requirements to ensure
children receive a nutritious meal while limiting waste. FNS created several resources to
help sponsors understand the new OVS guidance:

e Summer Meal Programs Meal Service Requirements Q&As
http://www.fns.usda.gov/summer-meal-programs-meal-service-requirements-qas-revised

e “How to Do Offer Versus Serve” Summer Meal toolkit page
www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-OfferVersusServe.pdf

e Summer Meal OVS YouTube Video
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vs_JEjO0_Us

Partnership of the Month: DOT

Sponsors know that strong partnerships are key to any successful summer meal
program! Partnering with your State Department of Transportation (DOT) can
result in many benefits. Sites can engage with DOT by inviting DOT staff and
partner organizations to provide fun, transportation-themed site activities and
“Safety Days.” Sponsors may qualify for DOT funding, or be eligible to apply for
grants in collaboration with other State, local, and community organizations.

Ssummer Food Rocks

Check out the new FNS toolkit page on DOT partnerships to learn how your
program can benefit from the resources DOT has to offer!
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-DOT .pdf
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