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1. Course Description:  Introducation to Financial Services focuses on an understanding of the banking and financial industries. The course will include an understanding of economics as the underlying basis of the transfer and growth of money in our system. Students will gain an understanding of the securities, banking, and insurance industries. This will include information that will not only help them to be a better consumer but also help them to gain skills and knowledge to begin pursuit of careers in the various fields of finance.

Topics covered: 
· Banking and Financial Services
· Investment Opportunities
· Types of Insurance
· Banking and Career Opportunities

Prerequisites:  NONE                                        Length: 1 Semesters
Grade Level:  9th, 10th, 11th & 12th Grade

2. 	Instructional Philosophy   :  Students will be expected to meet all course goals listed below and demonstrate competency with a minimum of 68% accuracy. Content expectations correlate with the South Dakota standards for Introduction to Financial Services.

3. 	Core Technical Standards
IFS.1.1 Describe the role of the Federal Reserve and how interest rates affect the economy.
IFS.1.2 Explain inflation, deflation, recession, depression and their impact on the banking industry.
IFS.2.1 Explain the structure of the securities market.
IFS.2.2 Differentiate mutual funds, corporate, and government bonds as it relates to investing.
IFS.3.1 Discuss property and casualty insurance from the perspective of the consumer as well as the agent.
IFS.3.2 Compare life insurance from the perspective of a customer as well as the agent.
IFS.3.3 Compare property and casualty insurance from the perspective of a customer as well as the agent.
IFS.4.1 Identify the difference between banks and credit unions.
IFS.4.2 Describe the loan process.
4. 	Major Course Projects
Insurance Simulation (IFS.3.1, IFS.3.2, IFS.3.3
Investing Simulation (IFS.1.1, IFS.1.2, IFS.2.1, IFS.2.2
Personal Banking Simulation (IFS.4.1, IFS.4.2)

5. 	Instructional Delivery Plan

Some methods of instruction that will be used include: direct instruction, cooperative learning and hands-on activities. Coursework will require students to draw on academic skills in mathematics and language arts. The text will be used to help students achieve course goals.
 
6. 	Assessment Plan

Evaluation Criteria	Methods of Evaluation	Weight
	Tests/Quizzes/Simulations
	Chapter and Unit Tests, Quizzes and Simulations
	50%

	Projects
	Major course projects
	40%

	Daily Work
	Daily chapter problems, attendance, class behavior, participation
	10%



	Grade
	Scale
	Description of Work

	
A
	100% - 94%
	

	
B
	93% - 87%
	

	
C
	86% - 78%
	

	
D
	77% - 68%
	

	
F
	67% - 
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