	Dropout Rate: Indicator 2

	Measurement
Percent of students with IEP’s dropping out of high school.

	Calculation
(Total Dropped
÷
Total Enrolled)
X 100 = Dropout rate %

· Total Dropped: Total Number of Students 7-12 Dropped Out (Exit Code 08) or Moved Not Known to Contine (Exit Code 07)
· Total Enrolled: Total Number of Students 7-12 on December 1 Child Count

Example
· 20 special education students enrolled for grades 7–12.
· 2 students dropped out during the calendar year and did not return in fall enrollment.

(2 ÷ 20) X 100 = 10%
10% of students dropped out
	Data Source
District-entered student exit data and Dec. 1 Child Count in SIMS. 

	
	Collection Method
Information is collected through SIMS, utilizing the special education exit code (07 and 08) or Sped Exiter Report in SD STARS from the year prior to the SPP Report date as well as Child Count from that year (i.e. 2013-14 SPP report uses Exit and Child Count data from 2012-2013).

	
	Collection Dates
July 1 to June 30 

	
	District Submission Date
Due Date: Last Friday in September and second Friday in June.
This submission should include all students enrolled by the last Friday in September according to SDCL. All status elements, enrollment information and special education elements for students should be updated by the submission deadline. (Please refer to Spring and Fall SIMS Newsletter for accurate date at http://doe.sd.gov/ofm/sims.aspx )

	Important Notes
Always update Dropout and Moved NOT Known to Continue information for students. If a student returns the next fall, the student will no longer be considered a dropout. If a student drops out and records are sent to a different district, change exit code for student to Known to Continue. It may not help your district for the past year’s dropout rate, but it could for graduation rate in the future.

	Strategies to Analyze Dropout Rate Data
· Review information in the SIMS system to ensure enrollment and special education records are correct.
· Why did the student drop out? 
· What can the district do to reduce the risk?: (http://www.dropoutprevention.org/statistics/quick-facts/why-students-drop-out )
· What factors lead to other students completing high school?
· What can the district do at younger ages to promote graduation? 
· Did the student exhibit earlier indications of dropping out?
· Review Indicator 13 results – Coordinated set of activities for transition aged students – Do district policies and strategies meet state requirements?
· Is the transition piece meaningful for the student? 
· Was the student included in their transition plan?
· Did the student have an opportunity to participate in a work based experience or Career and Technical Education Program? 
· Did the district’s on-site review corrective action plan identify issues with “behavior impedes learning” or “behavior issues” in the report?
· Was there an indication of behavior problems throughout a student’s record or interventions documented in the IEP?
· Does the district have a high number of students with disabilities who are being suspended (in-school or out-of-school)?  
· Was there a history of suspension and/or  attendance issues?

	Resources
· Indicator 2 State Performance Plan technical assistance: http://www.doe.sd.gov/oess/sped-spp.aspx 
· National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities: http://www.dropoutprevention.org/ 
· Archived Webinars
· 15 Effective strategies
· Evidence Based Research approaches
· Special Education Programs at 605-773-3678 for assistance with dropout rates
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